
	  
Shoppers pay a premium for a Celebrity Chef Christmas	  

	  
Monday, 15 December 2014: Aussie families wanting to host Christmas with a 
celebrity flavour could pay twice as much for mince pies, Christmas puddings and 
other festive treats, according to comparison site, Mozo.com.au. 
 
A basket of Jamie Oliver branded treats came in at $122, followed by Heston’s range 
for Coles, which cost $106. At half that, a basket of Coles branded items came in at 
$48 and the cheapest basket was from Woolworths’ ‘Select’ brand, costing you just 
$45.  
	  
“We compared a basket of five typical Christmas items and were surprised by just 
how much prices increased when choosing items backed by a celebrity chef,” said 
Mozo Director, Kirsty Lamont.  	  
	  
While Heston Blumenthal’s range for Coles came in slightly under Jamie Oliver’s it 
was still almost $60 more expensive than what you’d find at the same (Coles) 
supermarket.  
	  
Jamie’s Turkey with fresh herbs and lemon came in at $32 a kilo, Heston’s Hunter 
Valley Free Range Turkey came in at $30 a kilo, but you could get a similar product 
at Coles or Woolies for around $24 per kilo.  
	  
Mozo also priced the same products at David Jones Foodhall and ALDI supermarket, 
which again highlighted the price difference between retailers at this time of year. 	  
	  
 Celebrity Chef vs supermarket brands	   Total cost	  
Jamie Oliver for Woolworths	   $122	  
Heston for Coles	   $106	  
Coles brand	   $48	  
Woolworths Select $45 
Other retailers	   	  
David Jones Foodhall	   $184	  
ALDI	   $69	  
Costs are based on the following basket of products: Christmas pudding, 6 fruit mince pies, a roasting 
turkey, gourmet sausages, marinated chicken wings. Where not available the closest match was 
compared. Weight of products differed slightly so some prices were multiplied to provide a more like 
comparison.                                                                                          Source: Mozo.com.au	  
	  
“This time of year is always a strain on the family grocery budget, so think twice 
before making a decision based on name rather than price - especially given how 
much you could save,” said Lamont. 	  
	  
The difference between the most expensive and least expensive basket of goodies 
Mozo compared, was a huge $139. Mozo found the most expensive mince pie could 
cost you $4 versus the cheapest at just 22c, that’s a $3.78 difference per pie. 	  
	  
“It’s very easy to be seduced by the marketing associated with well-known chefs, 
which has ramped up in the lead up to the silly season, but it could have a big impact 
on your Christmas spending.” 	  
	  



	  
“If you really can’t resist the celebrity chef pudding, choose non-branded items for 
other parts of your Christmas feast, to balance out the budget,” says Lamont.   
	  
To keep your grocery spending in check this Christmas, Mozo has these tips:  
	  
1. Do not get distracted by the specially packaged Christmas treats – 

supermarkets strategically place these items at eye level and at the end of aisles 
to tempt you.  

2. DIY – it may take a little longer but making your own pudding or marinade could 
save you a lot of money and your guests will be all the more grateful knowing it’s 
homemade.  

3. Stick to the necessities – The season can often take over your common sense 
and you’ll find yourself buying things in case of a party or unexpected visitor but 
unless you’re actually hosting a party then that packet of Santa shaped crackers 
is useless.  

4. Choose cheaper brands – Christmas gives you a great excuse to decorate, 
display and decant things you usually wouldn’t which means you’ve created a 
great disguise for those no name brands.  

	  
-ENDS-	  

	  
Heston for 

Coles 
Created with 

Jamie 
Coles Woolworths 

	   	  
	  

	  
Hunter Valley 
Free Range 

Turkey Crown 
$3/100g 

 

Turkey with Fresh 
Herbs & Lemon 

$2.93/100g 

Steggles Turkey Breast 
$2.42/100g 

Woolworths Turkey 
Breast 

$2.04/100g 

Notes to Editors: 	  
Prices were compared online and in-store between 26/11/14 – 1/12/14.  Each supermarket’s 
basket comprised the following items. 	  
Heston for Coles - Hidden Orange Christmas Pudding, Spiced Shortcrust Fruit Mince Pie, 
Hunter Valley Free Range Turkey Crown, Pork & Sage Sausages, Spicy BBQ Chicken 
Wings.	  
Jamie Oliver for Woolworths - Christmas spiced chocolate sponge Pudding, Created with 
Jamie Brilliant Brownie (no mince pies available), Turkey with Fresh Herbs and Lemon, 
Classic Cumberland Pork Sausages, Epic BBQ Chicken Wings.	  
Coles Brand – Matured Christmas Pudding, Fruit Mince Pies, Steggles No 34 Frozen 
Turkey, Classic Pork Sausages, Australian Sticky BBQ Chicken Wing Nibbles.	  
Woolworths Select - Fruit & Cognac Pudding, Minced Fruit Pie, Whole Frozen Turkey, 
Woolworths Aussie Pork Sausages, BBQ Plum Chicken Wings.	  
ALDI - Luxury Champagne Pudding, Butter Puff Pastry Mince Pies, Free Range Turkey with 
Macadamia & Herb Stuffing, Brannan’s Butchery Pork Sausages, Brannan’s Butchery BBQ 
Chicken Kebabs.	  
David Jones Foodhall - Itha's Traditional Plum Pudding, Harrods Fruit Mince Pies, Ingham 
Oven Roasted Turkey, Toulouse Pork Sausages, Chicken Wings, Maggie Beer Cabernet 
Barbeque Sauce.	  
	  
Media Contact:	  
Caroline Thomas	  
PR Manager, Mozo	  
PH: 02 9037 4375 / 0402 330 021	  



	  
E: caroline.thomas@mozo.com.au	  
	  
About Mozo.com.au	  
Mozo is Australia’s leading online financial comparison and reviews site. Our database covers 
more than 1,800 products from 180 banking, insurance and investment providers, and our 
award-winning comparison tools help more than 400,000 Australians find a better banking or 
insurance deal each month. Mozo powers the "Compare, Ditch & Switch" service for Choice 
and has partnerships with some of Australia’s largest publishers.	  

	  


